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Swanzey Uncovered 

Talbot Hill Road Reconstruction 
 
The Town of Swanzey engaged All States Materials 
Group to reconstruct Talbot Hill Road.  Work began 
on August 29th with the existing asphalt being re-
claimed. The base paving was completed in Septem-
ber and the top coat was completed in the end of Sep-
tember.  Town Public Works employees previously 
removed trees and brush from the right of way, re-
placed cross culverts, and improved ditches and other 
drainage infrastructure. 

Swanzey Hires Land Use &  
Zoning Coordinator  

 
The Town of Swanzey is pleased to announce that 
Mr. Julius Peel has been hired as the Town’s Land 
Use & Zoning Coordinator. Mr. Peel lives in Wash-
ington, NH and has a bachelor’s degree from Franklin 
Pierce University in History and Political Science. He 
previously interned with the Town of Swanzey in 
2020 and subsequently has served as Land Use Assis-
tant for the Town of Milton and Town Administrator 
for the Town of Deering. 
 
The Land Use & Zoning Coordinator will work in the 
Planning & Community Development office with a 
focus on coordinating zoning and land use compli-
ance, grant administration, and supporting the Town’s 
economic development activities. Other specific ac-
tivities are expected to include supporting the Town’s 
Rail Trails Advisory Committee and the newly creat-
ed Energy Commission. 

What's inside…… 

 Tax Collector 

 North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct 

 Planning & Economic Development  

 Fire Department & Police Department 

 Energy Commission 

 Recreation Department 

 Recycling Center 

 Assessing Department 

 Conservation Commission 

 Rail Trail Advisory Committee 

 Health Department 

 Libraries 

 Elementary School Renovations 

Upcoming Important Meetings 

 Budget Hearing - January 11th, 6:00 pm at Whit-

comb Hall, 17 Main Strret 

 Deliberative Session - February 7th, 7:00 pm at 

Whitcomb Hall, 17 Main Street 

 Town Election - March 14th, 8:00 am—7:00 pm 

MRMHS Gym, 580 Old Homestead Highway 

South Winchester, West and Swanzey Streets Reconstruction Project 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  

 
On October 25th the Town of Swanzey celebrated the completion of this multi-year project with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony.  We hope residents enjoy the new roads, sidewalks, and drainage improvements.  This project 
could not have been completed without all of our funding partners: the Northern Borders Regional Commis-
sion, the West Swanzey Sidewalk Committee, the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation, and of 
course the taxpayers of Swanzey.   



A Note From Your Friend the Tax Collector 
 
Tis the Season! No not that season, Tax Season!  Each year the Tax Collector sends season’s greetings to all 
property owners, good and bad, in the form of a tax bill. This tax bill is the second one of the year and repre-
sents the actual tax amount for the full tax year based upon the assessed value and recently approved tax rate.  
 
The tax year is April 1st to March 31st. It is often thought the first billing due July 1st represents the first half of 
the tax year and the December bill the second half. Actually, the July bill is a prepayment and will show as a 
credit on the December bill and is based on one half the previous year's tax rate. 
 
The other component used in calculating taxes is the assessed value as determined by the Town’s assessor. The 
assessed value is established as of April 1st and is typically not changed during the tax year.  New construction 
and improvements throughout the year are factored into the assessment as of April 1st of the following year.  
 
Have you ever wondered what goes into setting the tax rate? It starts in September with each department head 
developing a budget that will be reviewed by the Town Administrator and Board of Selectmen, when it is 
common for adjustments to be made.  Then at the two sessions of the Town’s Annual Town Meeting in Febru-
ary and March the voters approve a budget and other warrant articles that determine how much money the 
Town will have to operate. 
 
The State of NH Department of Revenue Administration (DRA) maintains significant oversight during the tax 
rate setting process.  After the Board of Selectmen has set a tax rate and budget but before the property tax 
bills are generated DRA must approve the tax rate.  One of the main purposes of the DRA is to maintain taxing 
fairness and consistency among all municipalities in the state.  This approval process is why the December due 
date various each year. 
 
When reviewing your tax bill, you will note there are 4 separate tax authorities the town collects taxes for.  
Monadnock School District, Town of Swanzey, Cheshire County and the State of NH Department of Educa-
tion.  Some properties in Swanzey also pay an additional tax rate to the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct.  
Each authority has their own budget approval process. 
 
Typically, I am in the office each day until 2 pm.  Most days Jenna Fraunfelder Administrative Assistant / 
Deputy Tax Collector is available to take payments and answer questions after 2pm. 
 
Should the tax office be closed you can leave payments with the Town Clerk and if needed I can mail or email 
a receipt. 

North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct 

 
We thank you for your support this year, and would like to assure you that our Precinct is in good shape go-
ing into the winter. We have locked in prices on heating oil and LPG, and our operating budget is in good 
shape to handle the increases in utilities and gasoline. We have seen supply chain issues with pipe and brass 
fittings, but try and maintain an inventory for emergencies.  
 
The Cheshire County Ambulance building is nearing completion and the 
water tap for the sprinkler system has been completed. There has been 
some interest in properties on the Safford Drive TIF District, Monadnock 
Hwy, and Old Homestead Hwy. and we look forward to working with 
those developers. 
 
Follow us on our Facebook page North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct 
for more updates. 
 
Questions or concerns? Call us at 352-2338, email sly@ne.rr.com or stop 
by the Precinct Office at 31 Walnut Place.  

mailto:sly@ne.rr.com


Planning & Economic Development  

 

Planning Board Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments 

The zoning regulations that govern the use of property in Swanzey are adopted by the voters. This year, the 
Planning Board is proposing several amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. Please be sure to review the war-
rant, read the voter guide, and ask questions about the proposed zoning amendments. It is important that voters 
understand the regulations they are voting on when they go to the polls in March.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities  

The following Town boards, committees, and commissions currently have openings and are seeking new 
members and or alternates:  

 The Planning Board reviews proposals for new development and prepares recommendations for how best 
to use land in Swanzey. These recommendations are formalized in the Zoning Ordinance, Site Plan Review 
Regulations, and the Master Plan.  

 The Zoning Board of Adjustment evaluates the requests of property owners who want to use their property 
in ways that deviate from the Zoning Ordinance, such as variances or special exceptions.   

 The Economic Development Advisory Committee provides input and advice to the Board of Selectmen on 
matters relating to the Town’s economic development and develops strategies to promote the Town.  

 The Conservation Commission monitors and manages Town conservation land, reviews and provides com-
ments on NH Department of Environmental Services applications, and reviews new projects with respect 
to their impact on the environment.  

 The Energy Commission works to advise and make recommendations to Town staff and Boards, Commit-
tees, & Commissions on matters of policy pertaining to the study, planning, and utilization of energy re-
sources for municipal buildings and built resources of the Town. 

Volunteering with one of these groups is a great opportunity for residents to get more involved in the commu-
nity and help with making important decisions about the Town’s future. More information on these commit-
tees, commissions, and boards can be found at www.swanzeynh.gov, including meeting minutes and packets. 
If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Bollinger, Town Planner, at planner@swanzeynh.gov or 603-
352-7411, ext. 108.  

 

Certified Mail: What Does It Mean? 

Have you received a certified letter from the Town Offices? Have no fear!  Chances are, one of your neighbors 
has submitted an application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment or the Planning Board. Land Use boards in 
New Hampshire have a statutory requirement to notify all abutters of pending applications and associated pub-
lic hearings.  What should you do if you receive a certified letter from the Town? You should collect it, open 
it, and read it! Receiving notification keeps you informed of changes that may impact you.  Attending public 
hearings provides you with an opportunity to voice your concerns and ask questions about upcoming projects.  
Stay informed, collect certified mailings from the Town. 

 

New Sidewalks on Sawyers Crossing! 

Phase 2 of the Swanzey Center Sidewalk project is complete, bringing the sidewalk network 800 feet closer to 
the Cresson Covered Bridge and the Ashuelot Rail Trail! Improvements to the Swanzey Center sidewalks have 
been made possible with funding by the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transpiration Complete Streets 
grants and Swanzey’s hard working Department of Public Works. 

mailto:planner@swanzeynh.gov


Fire Department 

 
In late September, the Swanzey Fire Department hosted a landing 
zone training at the Dillant-Hopkins Airport. Area fire departments 
joined Swanzey at the training, which included learning about how to 
locate, prepare, operate in and secure a landing zone for a medical 
transport helicopter. Following the classroom portion of the training, a 
DART helicopter landed at the airport terminal. Fire department 

members were able to tour the aircraft, as well as speak to the flight crew about what they expected from fire 
and EMS personnel when coming to get a patient. This type of training is extremely valuable to both firefight-
ers and emergency medical providers, as operating around medical helicopters can be dangerous.  
 
The next big training for the fire department is scheduled for November in coordination with Eversource Ener-
gy and the N.H. Fire Academy. The electrical hazards training will focus on best practices for managing elec-
trical hazards in emergency situations and a live-line demonstration. Other town departments, as well as area 
fire departments, have been invited to attend. 
 
Outdoor cabinets containing automated external defibrillators (AEDs) have been installed at three town parks, 
and are available for use to assist with bystander CPR should a person at one of those locations go into cardiac 
arrest. The cabinets will activate when opened, and then immediately dial 911 to alert the state’s dispatch cen-
ter of an emergency at that location. The parks are Brown Memorial Field on West Swanzey Road, Lane Field 
on South Road, and Richardson Park on East Shore Road. 
 
The Swanzey Fire Department had 873 calls for service through Oct. 23 of this year. The majority of those 
calls were medical emergencies. Notable incidents included a 2nd-alarm structure fire on Matthews Road in 
July, and a motor vehicle crash on West Swanzey Road in August where firefighters had to remove a severely-
injured patient from a vehicle using the department’s hydraulic extrication tools.   
 
On Saturday, Oct. 15, the department had four emergency calls, and one mutual aid call, within a timeframe of 
2 hours and 30 minutes. Two of those calls, one a medical emergency and the other an ATV accident, required 
the need for medical helicopters to be landed at properties in town. Agencies assisting Swanzey in answering 
those calls were DiLuzio Ambulance, Fitzwilliam Ambulance, the Keene Fire Department and the Troy Fire 
Department. In addition, several Swanzey firefighters responded mutual aid to Lower Main Street in Keene for 
a plane crash into a building on Friday, Oct. 21. Both these events, while rare occurrences, stretched the de-
partment thin of personnel and resources. 
 
Department members have been getting up to speed on new reporting software that the department purchased 
to track its fire, rescue and medical calls. The exiting software, Firehouse, has been discontinued, requiring fire 
departments statewide to switch to new programs. Keeping an accurate record of fire, rescue and medical calls 
is important, as having the data helps with obtaining federal grants, identifying trends and planning.  
 
Members Stephanie Sargent and Chloe Wakefield are now licensed EMTs, having passed their certification 
exams. This adds two more EMS providers to the department. Austin Oberst and Ryan Barrows are pursuing 
their Firefighter Level 1 certifications through a N.H. Fire Academy course in Jaffrey. Austin Wyman began 
his first year of the fire science associate’s degree program at Lakes Region Community College in Laconia. 
Deputy Chief Brandon West is taking a fire investigator course at the N.H. Fire Academy in Concord.  
 
The department has purchased a Beluga glass-cutting tool for Engine 1. The tool is designed to cut through the 
windshields and windows of vehicles involved in crashes to help access patients. The tool’s blade attaches to a 
drill, which provides the power source for the blade to cut through laminated glass faster and more efficiently 
than a manual saw. 
 
With winter approaching, the fire department would like to remind homeowners to make sure their chimneys 
have been cleaned, and that their smoke and carbon monoxide detectors are working. Also, space heaters 
should have at least 3 feet of clearance on all sides to prevent fires.  



Personnel: We filled a sergeant’s position when 
Nicholas Paquin was promoted to the position of Pa-
trol Sergeant. We welcome Sgt. Paquin to our leader-
ship team and look forward to his contributions. 
  
Christine Elliott is our new Administrative Assistant. 
Her first day of work was September 19th. She will be 
a great addition to our team and has been training 
with Officer Manager Martha Waters.  
 
Deputy Sheriff Sergeant Peter Bowers was selected 
to be our part-time detective. He started on October 
3rd. Sgt. Bowers retired from the Sheriff’s office and 
brings a wealth of experience.   
 
I met with the Superintendent of Schools and the 
principal of the high school and we agreed on the 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) for the 
School Resource Officer (SRO). We signed the 
MOU and Officer Charles Johnson was selected as 
our SRO. His first day was August 25th. 

Training: The Department conducted the following:  
 
 Firearms training and qualifications with our pis-

tols and rifles at the Ferry Brook Range in Keene, 
NH. Everyone qualified with their pistols and ri-
fles. We also completed familiarization training 
with the 9mm Sig Sauer with red dot sights.  

 
 “Active Shooter” training on August 22nd at the 

Monadnock Regional High School with the assis-
tance of two Keene officers who are on the 
Keene’s Special Reaction Team. 

 
 Emergency Driving and Stop Sticks training at 

the Keene Dillant-Hopkins airport during first 
week of October.  

The Department: 
 

 Replaced two old cruisers with two new cruisers 
in July.  

 
 Replaced the officers’ portable radios with new 

portable radios.  
 
 Instituted a new policy management software pro-

gram, “PowerDMS”, to help us track our organi-
zational policies. The software will track policies, 
when they need to be revised, issued, employees’ 
acknowledgment and compliance. It will also 
track all training to include those training associ-
ated with certain policies.  

Calls for Service  
 
The most significant decline in the data shows a de-
crease in reported motor vehicle accidents. 
 
The most significant increase in the data is the num-
bers of incident reports. This is a result of officers 
documenting more occurrences in incident reports as 
opposed to just completing a Call for Service. Inci-
dent reports capture more data and information than a 
Call for Service. 

      Statistics 5/16/21 
– 

11/16/21 

12/1/21 
– 

5/31/22 

06/01/22 
– 

10/25/22 

Calls for service 1,891 2,130 1,827 

Citations 909 938 729 

Field Interviews 298 772 519 

Property Incidents 206 219 261 

Accidents 66 57 36 

Incidents 121 235 244 

Arrests/Booking 72 67 36 

Registrants 18 20 17 

Warrants 13 9 9 

Police Department 



Winter Parking Ban 

A friendly reminder to residents and visitors that the winter parking ban is in effect from November 15 to 
April 15. Durning this period all motor vehicles parked on any street or highway between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. 
or hindering snow removal operations, will be towed at the owner's expense. 
  

Don’t crowd a snow plow or travel beside it. Snowplows travel slowly, 
make wide turns, stop often, overlap lanes, and exit the road frequently. 

However, the road behind an active snowplow is safer to drive on. If you 
find yourself behind a snowplow, please enjoy the clear road and stay 
behind it or use caution when passing. 

Carry items in your vehicle to handle common winter 
driving related tasks, and supplies you might need in 
an emergency, including:  
 
 Snow shovel, broom, and ice scraper;  
 
 Abrasive material such as sand or kitty litter, in 

case your vehicle gets stuck in the snow;  
 
 Jumper cables, flashlight, and warning devices 

such as flares and emergency markers;  
 
 Blankets for protection from the cold; and  
 
 A cell phone with charger, water, food, and any     

necessary medicine (for longer trips or when driv-
ing in lightly populated areas). 

If you are stopped or stalled in wintry weather, fol-
low these safety rules:  
 
 Stay with your car and don’t overexert yourself. 
  
 Put bright markers on the antenna or windows 

and keep the interior dome light turned on.  
 
 To avoid asphyxiation from carbon monoxide 

poisoning, don’t run your car for long periods of 
time with the windows up or in an enclosed 
space. 

 
 If you must run your vehicle, clear the exhaust 

pipe of any snow and run it only sporadically — 
just long enough to stay warm. 

Energy Commission 
 
The newly formed Swanzey Energy Commission held its first meeting on October 11. 
 
The Energy Commission was formed after the Community Power Plan was approved by 
voters during Town Meeting 2022 in March. Swanzey’s Community Power Plan was 
submitted to the N.H. Public Utilities Commission on Oct. 21 for approval, with an ex-
pected launch in early 2023. The program is expected to lower the cost of electricity for 
all residents of Swanzey while offering more renewable power alternatives. 
 
The Energy Commission’s role is to advise the Board of Selectmen on matters related to the study, planning, 
and utilization of energy resources for town resources as well as homes and businesses in Swanzey. 
 
The members of the Energy Commission are currently working on developing their goals, which might include 
reviewing ways to reduce municipal energy consumption without impacting services, how to bring solar and 
other renewable energy sources to Swanzey, and finding tax incentives and grants that allow the town, busi-
nesses and residents to take advantage of renewable energy resources while lowering their utility bills. 
 
The Energy Commission currently has four members and has room for one more. The Commission is also 
seeking three alternates. If you are interested in being on the Commission or in contributing to its mission, 
please contact Town Planner Sarah Bollinger at planner@swanzeynh.gov. 



Recreation Department 

 
8th Annual A Very Swanzey Christmas – Saturday, December 3rd 5pm to 7:30pm 
Join us on Saturday, December 3rd from 5pm to 7:30pm for the 8th Annual A Very Swanzey 
Christmas held at Whitcomb Hall – 17 Main Street. We will have letters to Santa, activities for 
children, a reading of Twas the Night Before Christmas, then at 6pm Santa will join us for the 
lighting of the tree and photos with Santa. 
 

 
3rd Annual Swanzey Festival of Lights – December 9th – 26th 
String the lights and grab your decorations! Registration for our 3rd 
Annual Swanzey Festival of Lights closes on Sunday, December 
4th. Maps for the event will be available starting Friday, December 
9th and runs through Monday, December 26th. Community voting 
for the Most Festive Decorations will take place between Decem-
ber 16th -23rd, with the winner of a $100 gift card to be announced 
on December 24th.   
 

 
Winter Basketball League 
We will be hosting a 6-week basketball league at Cutler Elementary 
School from January 3rd – February 11th for children in kindergarten – 6th 
grade. Kindergarten – 2nd is our skills-based program including basketball 
skills and drills to the participants that meets once a week on Saturday 
mornings. 3rd – 6th grade participants will be placed on teams, where they 

will practice and have games against each other. Practices and games will be held Tuesdays, Thursdays & 
Saturdays. Registration closes on December 16th.  
 
3rd Annual Wilson Pond Family Ice Fishing Derby – Saturday, February 18th 
Meet us on the pond! Join the CT River Sportsman Club & the Swanzey Recreation Department on Satur-
day, February 18th for our 3rd Annual Wilson Pond Family Ice Fishing Derby. Rain date is set for Sunday, 
February 19th. Check out our Facebook event for more information and how to register. 
 
Swanzey Egg Hunt – Saturday, April 8th 
Join us for the Annual Swanzey Egg Hunt! The 2023 event will be held at Brown Memorial 
on West Swanzey Road. Event information will be shared online (social media & town 
website) in March. 

 
Sweep Up Swanzey 
Grab your blue bags and help us Sweep Up Swanzey during the month of April! Blue bags 
are available at the Town Hall or Recycling Centering. Once you have filled a bag please tie it 
up and text the location for pick up to (603) 209-2927 or bring them to the Recycling Center 
during business hours. 
 

Spring Kickball League 
Join us for a 6-week kickball league for kindergarten – 6th graders in May and June. More information and 
registration will be available in March. 

 
 
2023 Swanzey Lake Summer Camp 
March 1st registration opens for 2023 Swanzey Lake Sum-
mer Camp registration! Swanzey Lake Summer Camp is 
held at Richardson Park on Swanzey Lake for 8 weeks dur-
ing the summer from 8am to 4pm.  

 



New- The Swanzey Recycling is open to all Swanzey Residents. 
To get full use of the facility all you need to do is bring your 
vehicle registration to the Town Clerk’s office or the Recycling 
Center to get your free blue recycling permit- valid through 
12/31/24. All permits must be visible and attached to your vehi-
cle’s mirror, windshield, or front bumper. This ensures that only 
Swanzey residents get full use of this great facility! 

Recycling Center 

 

Upcoming events 

Hazardous Waste Schedule: 

The Summer Hazardous Waste days have come to an end. The 2023 Spring Hazardous Waste days are 

scheduled to be released winter 2023.  Improper disposal of hazardous waste items can pollute the environ-

ment and pose a threat to human health and can even be fatal. Any questions about Hazardous waste, talk to a 

facility operator. All collections will be held at the Keene Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility lo-

cated adjacent to the Keene Recycling Center, 55 Old Summit Road, Keene from 8am-1pm. 

Update- While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, the Center charges disposal fees 

to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Selectmen periodically reviews and may adjust 

these fees, after a public hearing. Drop off fees were updated and approved by the Board of Selectmen at a 

public hearing 8/3/22. The last update to the drop off fee was in 2010, these increases are impacted by ven-

dor disposal rates.   

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

SWANZEY 

RECYCLING CENTER 

PERMIT #00000 

 Contractors & Landscapers-All material MUST be 

generated in the Town of Swanzey, attendants may ask 

for proof of location. 

 

Pickup truck (level full) Brush……….....…..$5 per load 

One ton truck (level full) Brush……..….......$20 per load 

Pickup truck (level full) Compost pile...…....NO CHARGE 

One ton truck (level full) Compost pile…….$10 per load 

LARGER LOADS NOT ACCEPTED 

Item Previous 
drop off fee 

Updated drop 
off fee 

Crib mattress $5.00 No charge 

Twin mattress $10.00 $20.00 

Queen mattress $10.00 $20.00 

King mattress $10.00 $25.00 

Box spring (all sizes) $5.00 $10.00 

Sectional/sleeper couch $10.00 $20.00 

Car tire $2.00 $4.00 

Truck tire $5.00 $8.00 

The following items were the major increases New 



Assessment of Properties and next Revaluation in 
2024 

 
Like many communities, Swanzey periodically re-
views the Town’s improved properties. Additional 
annual inspections are conducted to review properties 
that were sold/transferred during the previous year 
and to verify building permit information and other 
reported changes to properties. 
 
Every five years, the Town of Swanzey conducts a 
full re-evaluation of property assessments in order to 
ensure the Town's assessment is equal to fair market 
value. In 2019, Swanzey updated the assessment val-
ues of all real property based on an analysis of real 
estate sales that took place between April 1, 2017 and 
March 31, 2019 (the 2017 and 2018 tax years). The 
next full re-evaluation will take place in 2024, and 
will be based on real estate sales during the 2022 and 
2023 tax years. This helps to prevent any particular 
category of properties from being over-assessed or 
under-assessed. 
 

Swanzey 2022 Tax Rate 

Property Tax Map Update: 
The Town is in the final phase of updating all of our 
property tax maps. The funding for this project was 
approved by Swanzey voters at Town Meeting in 
2020. The Town chose CAI Technologies based in 
Littleton, New Hampshire to partner with on this im-
portant and time intensive project. CAI has served as 
the Town’s tax map provider for two decades and has 
extensive experience working in Swanzey.   
 
The first step of this process, aerial photography, was 
completed in the spring of 2021. The aerial photog-
raphy has been used to create a base map for the town 
that shows building footprints, roads, and other fea-
tures.  
 
The second phase of the project began in August of 
2021. Staff at Town Hall went through all of the 3000 
+ property files to collect and cataloge surveys, plans, 
subdivisions, and boundary line adjustments. Data 
from our Avitar assessing software and recorded 
deeds from the Registry of Deeds were also compiled.  
All of these documents were sent on to CAI Technol-
ogies where they were reviewed and pieced together. 
All of this information helps to ensure that property 
lines are correct on the new tax maps.   
 
Currently we are working through questions that have 
come up during this entire process.  Some property 
owners have or will  receive a letter from CAI re-
questing more information to assist with resolving a 
question such as a survey, sketch, etc. We appreciate 
everyone’s cooperation and assistance resolving any 
questions that may arise. Your help will help ensure 
that the Town’s tax maps are as accurate as possible.    
 
Geographic Information System (GIS) software will 
allow residents to easily view tax map information 
online. The aerial photography that was completed in 
the spring will also be included as a layer along with 
the base map features and other data sources from the 
State of New Hampshire.  
 
We are all working dilligently to keep this project 
moving forward and are hoping to meet our projected 
completion date of April 1, 2023. 
 
Town Planner Sarah Bollinger, Code Enforcement 
Officer Mike Jasmin and Assessing Coordinator 
Christine Smith are continuing to work with CAI 
Technologies throughout this project.  

Assessing Department 

Important Deadlines for 2023 
 
Deferral applications: March 1st 
Credits & Exemption applications: April 15th 
Property Abatement applications: March 1st 

Current Use Applications: April 15th 

  2020 2021 2022 
% In-
crease 

Town 6.22 6.53 6.83 4.6% 

County 3.67 3.59 3.69 2.8% 

Local School 13.87 12.53 13.16 5.0% 

State School 1.92 1.86 1.32 -29.0% 

Total 25.68 24.51 25.00 2.0% 

Total w/ NO 
Swanzey 

26.29 25.13 25.63 2.0% 



Conservation Commission 

 
Conservation Commission—Swanzey Lake grant, new hiking trails, footbridge, forest management! 

 
NH Dept. of Environmental Services (NHDES) awarded Swanzey a 
$64,000 grant in August to create a watershed management plan for 
Swanzey Lake. Ours was the only lake funded! A working group of 
Conservation Commission and Lake Association members first met Oct. 
25 with Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) and 
NHDES to kick the project off. They’ll hire a consultant this winter, 
who will gather data on lake health this spring. In summer, 2023, groups 
of volunteers will survey lake property owners. The end product will be 
a detailed plan to use in applying for project funding in 2024. The goal 
is a healthy, beautiful lake into the future! Questions? Contact Lake As-
soc. President Jeff Lapid, 603-355-7649 or jefflapid7@gmail.com.  
 
Hikers and family members of Elijah Barrett and Theresa DiLuzio gath-
ered at Mt. Caesar Sept. 18 to dedicate two hiking trails—Elijah’s Epic 
Summit Trail and Theresa’s Trail—to these Swanzey heroes, and to un-
veil a new kiosk at the foot of the mountain. Over the past year, the 
Conservation Commission’s trail crew marked existing trails on the 
mountain, put up signs, and created a new, gentler, one-mile loop trail at 
the foot of the hill (Theresa’s Trail), easily accessible from local 
schools. The Commission hired Rick Brackett to create a map of the 
200-acre town property, and the Monadnock Conservancy pitched in to 

pay for two kiosk panels: one with a map, and another highlighting the rich history and importance of Mt. Cae-
sar and environs. “The trail crew did an amazing job on the property,” said Commission Chair Cheri Domina, 
“especially Jeanne Thieme, whose idea all this was, and who collaborated with the Monadnock Conservancy 
on our behalf.” Domina and Thieme worked with designer Rose Lowry on the panels, with research assistance 
from Swanzey and Cheshire County Historical Societies. Thanks also to the Dept. of Public Works for their 
assistance! 
 
A new footbridge now connects the Muster Field with Dickinson Me-
morial Forest trails. The old wooden bridge washed out last winter, and 
the Conservation Commission and Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jas-
min collaborated with Ashuelot River Campground owners to replace 
the bridge with a new metal one. The 70-acre Dickinson Forest (owned 
by Society for the Protection of NH Forests), on the Ashuelot River, is 
once again accessible from the parking area just beyond the Recycling 
Center. 
 
Mt. Cresson is scheduled for a selective timber harvest this winter to 
improve forest health; the Commission worked with foresters at 
Meadowsend Consulting to award the contract to Kennebec Lumber, 
who expects to start operations late this fall. Foresters plan to offer a 
public tour of the operation this fall/winter. During the harvest, please 
be cautious of logging traffic on Matthews Road, and avoid hiking the 
property. Next season, look for improved hiking trails and a new, larger 
parking area. 
 
The Conservation Commission is charged with caring for town-owned 
conservation properties. If you have questions about use on these lands, 
please contact the Commission. Hikers are welcome, but timber-cutting, 
trail-building and other such activities must be conducted with permis-
sion of the Conservation Commission. 

mailto:jefflapid7@gmail.com


Rail Trail Advisory Committee 
 

Since the last newsletter article there have been three 
RTAC workshop days. One was cutting brush that ob-
structed the trail and the ability of cars approaching 
the final road crossing on Matthew’s Hill Road to see 
bikers. We also worked on cleaning out the ditches 
and culverts on the Ashuelot trail, and another day was 
spent cleaning out ditches and culverts on the Cheshire 
trail, this helps to keep the trail dry during wet weath-
er.  
  
We schedule monthly cleanups during the warmer 
months, although sometimes weather interferes with 
our plans. Both trails have also been mowed in the late 
spring and the fall. All work is done by volunteers.  
  
The committee was awarded an RTP grant to be im-
plemented in 2023.  
  
We have started a program called “Adopt a trail”. If 
you are interested, you could be assigned a piece of 
one of the trails to maintain. This would include re-
moving branches, brush and any other work to keep 
the trail in good, usable condition. The two sections 
that we are looking for volunteers to take on include 
Cheshire Trail, Joslin Station Rd to 304 Monadnock 
Hwy, as well as the Ashuelot Trail, 2200 feet near 217 
Eaton Road. Please contact us if you are an interested. 
  
Future work days are planned on the trails this coming 
Spring. The dates will be posted in the Sentinel and on 
the town website, when they are determined.  Come 
join us for some work on our marvelous trails!  
  
Contact the RTAC if you have an interest in the trails 
or would like to join us in helping to maintain them; 
Mike Kowalcyk at mkowalcyk1958@gmail.com Also, 
you can get the details of what the RTAC has been 
doing by reading our meeting minutes which can be 
found on the Town of Swanzey website. Or consider 
attending a meeting, which are held at Whitcomb Hall 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Enjoy our wonderful rail trails. We are unique in this 
part of New Hampshire in having two different rail 
trails that run through our town. They are perfect for 
walking, jogging and biking! See you on the trails 
sometime!   
  

Private Water Wells 
 

From the NH Department of Environmental Ser-
vices website: 
NHDES recommends that all homeowners with pri-
vate wells get their well water tested every three to 
five years. Some common contaminants have no 
taste, odor or color. The only way to know whether 
they are present, and at what levels, is to have the 
water tested. Once you test the water, you can make 
an informed decision to either filter or otherwise 
treat the water before using it. While there is no 
state requirement to have your well water tested, 
mortgage lenders and some towns may require test-
ing (through local health or building codes). 
 
When buying a home, NHDES recommends a “NH 
Well Water Test for Home Buyers.” The sample 
can be taken by the home buyer, the buyer’s real 
estate agent, the buyer’s home inspector, or a labor-
atory. Use an accredited laboratory. The laboratory 
will provide the sample bottles and instructions on 
taking the samples. For homeowners and renters 
using private wells, NHDES recommends a broader 
set of tests, including testing a sample of stagnant 
water (sitting in the pipes overnight) for lead and 
copper. 
 
If the lab report indicates there is a contaminant in 
your well water in amounts greater than state or 
federal health standards or recommended action 
levels, you should take steps to fix it. Using 
NHDES’ Be Well Informed web tool, you can enter 
results from your lab report and get recommenda-
tions for appropriate treatment options, if needed. 
NHDES also has fact sheets on its website covering 
all common water quality problems and their solu-
tions. Before making a decision, consult a water 
treatment professional. 
 
Please visit the NHDES Website at https://
www.des.nh.gov  or call 603 271-3503 for more 
information on testing private water wells. 

Photo to the right: Committee members Bruce 

Bohannon and Mike Kowalczyk 
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Mt. Caesar Union Library 

 
Summer was hopping at the library this year. With the addition of staffing hours for our Youth Services/
Assistant librarian, we were able to offer lots of new programming as well as to collaborate with Beyond the 
Bell and the Honeybee Hollow Daycare center. For the first time ever, we had over 200 Swanzey kids sign 
up for the Summer Reading Program and take part in the reading challenge, crafts and parties. All 173 BTB 
kids visited the library weekly, took books home, and attended SRP parties, including the finale party with 
magician Jason Purdy. Local performer Kim Wallach led the Music and Movement for young children pro-
gram, and the kids from Honeybee Hollow Daycare at the old Carpenter Home attended as well as our own 
patron families. 
 
The library has been holding outdoor family movie nights, as well as a new ongoing Teen/Tween Book Club 
once a month. The Music and Movement for young children program will continue monthly through the win-
ter, as will our MCUL Adult Book Group. All programs are free and have open enrollment, so if you’re inter-
ested, contact us. Keep your eyes peeled for some of the other ideas we have in the works such as a holiday 
event, weekly storytimes, and family game nights. As the cold weather closes in, come in and borrow a jig-
saw puzzle, or borrow the professional telescope donated to the library by the NH Astronomical Society. 
 
This winter, the library will be having work done to create a ramp to the front entrance and improvements to 
the entryway and doors. The library will remain open, with two side doors available. The larger structural 
work which would have closed the library for some weeks has been postponed, as other systems repairs will 
need to be done while the floors are ripped up and that has increased the price and preparation necessary. 
 
Happy winter; snuggle up with a good book! 
 

 A SAMPLE OF OUR OFFERINGS 
 Books, audios, DVDs, magazines Digital 

books and audios 
 Public computers, scanning and printing 

access 24/7 free wifi 
 Telescope Programming Notary services 

MT. CAESAR UNION LIBRARY 
628 Old Homestead Hwy. 

Swanzey, NH 03446 
603-357-0456 

mculibrary@yahoo.com  
mtcaesarunionlibrary.weebly.com 

Stratton Free Library 

 
Happy autumn from the Stratton Free Library! Just last week we had someone say they had passed by the li-
brary for years but this was the first time they had come in. I am always amazed when someone says they have 
lived here for years but not ever come in the building. We may be small, but we have lots of books, a public 
use computer and printer and some beautiful artwork to enjoy. I am hoping that we will have seen quite a few 
of you at our storytime during the Halloween Block Party. Our library is free for all residents of Swanzey to 
use. One of our patrons would like to start a card/board game group so if you are interested let us know. We 
are open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:30 – 7:00 PM and Fridays and Saturdays from 10 – 2 PM. You can 
reach us at 603 352-9391, strattonfreelibrary@ne.rr.com or find us on Facebook. 

mailto:mculibrary@yahoo.com
mailto:strattonfreelibrary@ne.rr.com


Elementary School Renovations 
 

In March of 2021 the district 
voted for the School Board 
to develop architectural 
plans and quotes to renovate 
and consolidate all of our 
elementary schools.  In the 
proposed plan we will reno-
vate Troy School, Emerson 
School, and the Gilsum 

STEAM Academy.  Mt. Caesar school will be ex-
panded with new classrooms and a new multipur-
pose room.  Cutler school will be closed and all Pre
-K to 6th Grade students from Swanzey, Richmond, 
and Roxbury will attend Mt. Caesar. 
 
A year has passed and we have accomplished a 
great deal!  The architectural design for each school 
is complete, and we have filed our application to 
the State of New Hampshire’s building aid pro-
gram.  If approved, the State could fund up to 50% 
of the project. 
 
Each of our schools is in sore need of updates.  In 
the past 10 years the district has voted to renovate 
most of Mt. Caesar, but the other schools have not 
been updated in as many as 80 years.  Like owning 
an old car, if you keep putting off the repair pro-
jects, then the work is more expensive when you 
finally decide to do it.  Currently our schools have 
over 100 unique projects and it would take almost 
20 years to complete all of the work.  Each project 
that gets delayed gets more expensive because of 
inflation.  Rather than continuing that trend of reno-
vating one school at a time (and leaving the others 
to wait another 5-15 years), the district’s plan is to 
complete the entire backlog all at once. 
 
Some of the key updates to our schools will in-
clude: 

 Updated heating and cooling systems, new 
air quality filters, updated windows and 
doors 

 Modern restrooms, ramps, entrances, and 
elevators that are handicap (ADA) compli-
ant 

 Updated secure entrances and visitor areas 
to honor Homeland Security codes 

 Updated fire doors, fire escapes, and alarm 
systems to honor life safety codes 

 
Sounds expensive, doesn’t it?  Actually, the District 
has collected solid evidence that this plan will 
SAVE the taxpayers money in the long haul.  

 Consider this:  if you have to choose between fixing 
the brakes or replacing the tires on your car, the pro-
ject you decide to hold off on will cost more next 
year.  For our schools, the alternative to our current 
method of approving a single project each year (and 
suffering inflation on all the other projects) is to fi-
nance all of the work at once with a bond (like a 
mortgage).  This will create a more predictable tax 
rate for the life of the loan.   
 
 
The key difference between a bond and a mortgage is 
that you pay the same amount each month with a 
mortgage, but with a bond you pay less each 
year.  This project is also expected to save money in 
our everyday expenses:  For example, the cost to heat 
and cool renovated buildings will be lower than it is 
today. 
 
Our next steps are to secure detailed quotes and a 
GMP (guaranteed maximum price) from the con-
struction manager and wait to hear how much the 
state will award for funding.  Both are expected in 
December/January.  These figures will determine the 
specific cost of the project and what will be on this 
year’s school district warrant. 
 
We will continue to submit newsletters and Facebook 
posts to keep everyone informed of our pro-
gress.  Until next time, check out the project web-
site!  www.mrsdproject.com 

Swanzey Preservation Society  
 
The Swanzey Preservation Society is in its 30th year 
of advocating and pursuing the preservation of Swan-
zey’s rich cultural and historical heritage.  Swanzey 
Center has a gem in our Golden Rod Grange Hall 
#114.  It is one of six left in the state of New Hamp-
shire and is on the National Registry of Historic Plac-
es.  At 106 years old it still stands as a sister building 
to the town hall and the Mt. Caesar Union Library. 
NOW is the time to help keep this building.  
 
Interested?   
Please contact us to see how you can help and/or be-
come a member:  
spsgrange1992@gmail.com  
www.swanzeyps.wixsite.com 
603-499-5826  or 603-903-0530 
 
Thank You!  

http://www.mrsdproject.com
mailto:spsgrange1992@gmail.com


Postal Patron  

Swanzey, NH 03446 

TOWN OF SWANZEY 
620 OLD HOMESTEAD HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 10009 
SWANZEY , NH 03446 
 

WWW.SWANZEYNH.GOV 

PRSRT. STD. 
PAID 

Swanzey, NH  
Permit #11 
ECRWSS 

 Winter Upcycling Project- “Glass” 

The pictures below are a great way to repurpose everyday items 

for a minimal to no cost of sprucing up a space. These items can 

be found at the Swanzey Recycling Center, ask an attendant for 

assistance and we will be happy to help! 

Recreation Department 

Sponsorships Opportunity 
 

Calling all local businesses! We are looking for 
sponsors to help cover program costs and provide 
more opportunities to the members of our commu-

nity. Visit our website for our sponsorship form and 
different levels of sponsorship. 

2023 Camp Counselors & Lifeguards 
 

We are currently looking for lifeguards and 
camp counselors for the 2023 summer season. 

Please send applications and resumes to recrea-
tion@swanzeynh.gov. Must be 16 years or old-

er to apply. Positions begin Memorial Day 
weekend in May and go through Labor Day 

weekend in September. 


